
  

Day 1 - Monday, December 5, 2016 
Venue: Rajendra 1-3, ITC Grand Chola Hotel Hotel, Chennai, India 

17:45 Shuttle departs from Lemon Tree Hotel to ITC Grand Chola Hotel 

18:00 
Registration opens 

Pre-Dinner Cocktail Reception 

18:30 - 18:40 Welcome Addresses 

Dr G Viswanathan 
Chancellor and Founder 
VIT University 
India 

Ms Mandy Mok  
CEO 
QS Asia Quacquarelli Symonds  
Singapore 

18:40 - 20:30 Welcome Dinner Reception with Cultural Performances 

20:30 Shuttle departs from ITC Grand Chola Hotel to Lemon Tree Hotel 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, December 6, 2016 
Venue: Rajendra 1-3, ITC Grand Chola Hotel Hotel, Chennai, India 

08:45 Shuttle departs from Lemon Tree Hotel to ITC Grand Chola Hotel 

09:00 Registration opens 

09:30 – 09:35 Official Opening Address by Chief Guest 

H.E. Mr Achim Fabig  
Consul General 
Consulate of the Federal Republic of Germany in 
Chennai, India  

 
 
 
 
 

09:35 - 09:45 

Introductory Remarks 

Dr G Viswanathan 
Chancellor and Founder 
VIT University 
India 

Ms Mandy Mok  
CEO 
QS Asia Quacquarelli Symonds  
Singapore 

 Setting the scene 

Mr Ashwin Fernandes 
Regional Director - India 
QS Asia Quacquarelli Symonds 
Singapore 

Morning Keynote Address 

09:45 - 10:15 
Higher Education Developments in India 
and Tamil Nadu  
 

Dr Anand A. Samuel  
Vice Chancellor 
VIT University 
India 

  



  

Session 1: Summer School Planning, Pricing & Business Models 

10:15 - 10:35 

Session 1.1 
Linnaeus University International Summer 
Academy – An Entrepreneurial  Business 
Model for Success in a Scandinavian 
Context 

Dr Nils Nilsson 
Vice-Rector 
Linnaeus University 
Sweden 
 
Ms Anneli Andersson  
Project Manager 
Linnaeus University Summer Academy  
Sweden 

10:35 – 11:00 Morning Coffee Break 

11:00 – 11:20 
Session 1.2 
Planning the SMU Summer School: Appeal, 
Rigor, Quality 

Mr Samuel Wu  
Assistant Director, Global Student Programmes 
Singapore Management University 
Singapore 

11:20 – 11:40 
Session 1.3 
Innovative and Strategic Plan of GMU 
Summer Healthcare Experience Program 

Mr Vinod Abraham 
Director, External and International Affairs 
Gulf Medical University 
United Arab Emirates 

11:40 – 12:00 Panel Discussion 

12:00 - 12:10 Elevator Pitches: Round 1 

12:10 – 13:30 Networking Lunch 

Session 2: Summer Schools for Institutional Collaboration and Transformation 

13:30 – 13:50 
Session 2.1 
Developing Future Global Leaders of the 
Pacific Rim through APRU 

Ms Vigneshree King  
Mobility Coordinator/ Senior Assistant Registrar 
International Student Centre  
University of Malaya  
Malaysia 

13:50 – 14:10 
Session 2.2 
Building Bridges between Worlds with 
Summer School 

Dr Elaine Webster  
Director, Summer School & Continuing Education 
University of Otago 
New Zealand 
 
Mrs Lengxin Liu  
Dean, Centre for Global Exchange and Cooperation 
Beijing Normal University 
China 

14:10 – 14:30 

Session 2.3 
ACU Commonwealth Summer Schools: 
Excellence through Partnerships and 
Commonwealth Values 

Prof John Stratchan  
Vice Provost for Research and Enterprise 
Dean of Graduate College 
Bath Spa University 
United Kingdom 
 
Ms Terri Jacques  
Senior Scholarships and Fellowships Officer  
The Association of Commonwealth Universities 
United Kingdom 



  

14:30 – 14:50 
Session 2.4 
Reinventing Summer School – A Chitkara 
Experiment 

Brig (Dr) R S Grewal, VSM 
Vice Chancellor 
Chitkara University 
India 
 
Prof Sangeet Jaura 
Associate Vice President, Academic Support 
Services 
Chitkara University 
India 

14:50 – 15:20 Panel Discussion 

15:20 – 15:30 Elevator Pitches: Round 2 

15:30 – 15:50 Afternoon Coffee Break 

Session 3: Summer School Curriculum & Quality Assurance 

15:50 – 16:10 
Session 3.1 
Quality Assurance in Higher Education: 
Does One Size Fit All? 

Mr Rhod Fiorini  
Director of the Summer School  
University College London 
United Kingdom 

16:10 – 16:30 
Session 3.2 
Ensuring Quality and Enhancing Choice: An 
Educator's Dilemma 

Ms Aanal Shah  
Head, Summer Winter School 
CEPT University 
India 

16:30 – 16:40 Panel Discussion 

16:40 - 16:50 Elevator Pitches: Round 3 

16:50 - 17:50 

Round Robin Chat Groups 
4x15 mins on the following topics; 
participants can freely choose to join 
groups which are led by experts 
• Marketing and Student Recruitment 
• Extra-curricular Activities 
• Personal Development of Summer School 
staff 
• Admissions and Student Selection 
• Finding Good Faculty 
• Leveraging Local Resources and 
Partnerships 

Dr Jeroen Torenbeek  
Director Utrecht Summer School  
Utrecht University 
Netherlands  

Mr Michael Lyons 
Director of International Partnerships  
University of California – Irvine 
United States of America 

Mrs Oxana Chernenko  
Head, Department for Educational Innovations and 
Short International Programmes 
National Research University 
Russia 

Ms Kerri Wu  
Executive Manager for International Summer 
School and Marketing 
National Chengchi University 
Taiwan 

Mr Michel Guilmault  
Director of International Development  
INSEEC Chambéry 
France 

17:50 Shuttle departs from ITC Grand Chola Hotel to Lemon Tree Hotel 

  



  

Day 3: Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
Venue: Rajendra 1-3, ITC Grand Chola Hotel Hotel, Chennai, India 

08:45 Shuttle departs from Lemon Tree Hotel to ITC Grand Chola Hotel 

09:00 Registration opens 

09:30 - 10:15 
Summer Schools and International Mobility 
as Rankings Accelerators 

Mr Ashwin Fernandes 
Regional Director - India  
QS Asia Quacquarelli Symonds 
Singapore 
 

Mr Pieter Stek 
Adviser 
QS Asia Quacquarelli Symonds 
Singapore 

10:15 - 11:00 

Summer School Clinic  
A problem-solving session for summer 
school troubles. Participants can submit 
questions anonymously throughout the 
conference to our panel of “Summer School 
doctors”. 

Mr Jeroen Torenbeek  
Director Utrecht Summer School  
Utrecht University 
Netherlands  

Mr Michael Lyons  
Director of International Partnerships 
University of California – Irvine 
United States of America 

Mrs Oxana Chernenko  
Head, Department for Educational Innovations and 
Short International Programmes 
National Research University 
Russia 

Ms Kerri Wu  
Executive Manager for International Summer 
School and Marketing 
National Chengchi University 
Taiwan 

11:00 - 11:10 Elevator Pitches: Round 4  

11:10 – 11:30 Morning Coffee Break 

11:30 - 12:50 

Partnership Speed Dating 
4x15 mins dating sessions; participants can meet with others based on shared interests marked by 
colored stickers on badges with categories such as “seeking students”, “sending students”, 
“exchanging faculty”, “exchanging courses”, “organizing joint programs”, etc. 

12:50 - 13:00 Closing Remarks 

Dr G Viswanathan 
Chancellor and Founder 
VIT University 
India 

Ms Mandy Mok  
CEO 
QS Asia Quacquarelli Symonds  
Singapore 

13:00 - 14:30 Closing lunch 

14:30 
Shuttle departs from ITC Grand Chola Hotel to Lemon Tree Hotel 
*For delegates not attending the leisure activities 

14:30 - 20:00 
Leisure Activities – VIT sponsored complimentary tour to Mahabalipuram Temple and Beach 
*Return shuttle provided to ITC Grand Chola Hotel and Lemon Tree Hotel 

  



  

Day 4: Thursday, December 8, 2016 
Venue: VIT University, Vellore, India 

08:00 - 11:00 Shuttle departs from ITC Grand Chola Hotel and Lemon Tree Hotel to VIT University 

11:00 - 11:30 Welcome Reception 

11:30 – 12:00 Campus Visit and Road Show 

12:00 - 13:00 Networking Lunch with Chancellor’s Birthday Celebration 

13:00 - 15:00 Summer School Fair and Student Interaction 

15:00 - 18:00 
Shuttle Bus depart to ITC Grand Chola Hotel & Chennai International Airport 
Notice: local traffic conditions are unpredictable, therefore delegates are advised to book 
flights departing on the following day. 

 

  


